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SERMON, Kc. 


' Ja. xlvii. 6, 7. 


O thou ford of the Lord, how long will it be ere thou be quiet ? put 

up thyſelf into thy ſcabbard, reſt, and be fill. 
How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord hath given it a charge againſt Aſb- 
kelon, and againſt the ſea-ſbore? 


WHEN we deplore the calamities, and deprecate the continu- 
ance of war; when we weep over our Jeruſalem, depopulated 
and impoveriſhed ; when we ſympathize with the victims of 
interrupted commerce and unſucceſsful induſtry, we ſeem to 
forget that ſuch viſitations, for ſome good purpoſe, however 
inviſible to mortal eye, are appointed by the unerring wiſdom 
of Omniſcience. For if our grief be real, and our ſympathy 
ſincere, we ſhould not reſt ſatisfied with mere expreſſions of 
unavailing regret ; but, adapting our means to our end, ſhould 
endeavour to ſecure the protection of that Being, who preſides 
over the mighty revolutions of the univerſe, on whoſe nod de- 
pend the proſperity of nations and the duration of empires, 
and whoſe power can at once harmonize the conflicting paſſions 
of his creatures, and huſh the troubled world to peace. Inſtead, 
therefore, of liſtening to the gloomy eloquence of complaint, or 
credulouſly purſuing the phantoms of hope, we ſhould aſk our- 
ſelves the important queſtion, whether 1t 1s not for our fins that 
we are thus ſcourged by God ? and inſtead of reclining in indolent 
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repoſe, and waiting with inſenſibility the tardy return of peace, 
we ſhould labour to propitiate the Almighty by reforming thoſe 
habits, and abandoning thoſe crimes, which have probably brought 
down upon us the vengeance of offended Heaven. 


They, I am aware, who do not admit, as applied to king- 
doms, what is the beſt foundation of the Chriſtian patriot's 
hope, the guardian care and the controlling power of God; 
but conſider nations as proudly moving on, neither accelerated 
nor retarded in their progreſs by the incarferents of a ſuperiour 
Being, may deride the appropriation of a particular day to the 
purpoſe of national humiliation, as nugatory; perhaps may re- 
probate it, as ſuperſtitious. But I ſpeak not to them; I ſpeak 
to thoſe, who believe in an univerſal ſuperintendence of Provi- 
dence, becauſe they are told, on the authority of inſpiration, 
that not a ſparrow falls to the ground without his permiſ- 
„ ſion;“ and who hope to obtain, as the reward of penitence 
and prayer, a particular interpoſition of that Providence i in their 
favour, becauſe the Almighty has himſelf declared, Stand ye 
nin the ways, and ſee, and aſk for the old paths, where is 
the good way, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find reſt to your 
% ſouls*,” I ſpeak to thoſe, who have ſcriptural evidence for 
| aſſerting, that local puniſhments are inflicted for local crimes ; 
to thoſe, who in the hiſtory of the Jews can read a practical 
illuſtration of this doctrine; who can uniformly trace the viciſ- 
ſitudes of their fortune to a variation in their conduct; and 
who, believing the diſpenſations of the Almighty to them to be 
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* Jeremiah, vi, 16. 
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only an epitome of his general government. whenever they ſee 
them as linked together in natural alliance, and riſing in natural 
ſucceſſion; and when they ſee national impiety purſued by na- 
tional adverfity, conſider it as reſulting from the order of Pro- 
vidence, and the eſtabliſhed conſtitution of things. Such 

Chriſtians, then, can have no doubt of our calamities being 1 in- 
flicted by a God of juſtice, for the puniſhment of our fins ; and 
can have as little, of the probable efficacy which general repent- 


ance will have in procuring an alleviation of them from a God 
of mercy. 


Were we to carry our obſervations as far as the ravages of 
war extend, we ſhould till find proofs of our general poſi- 
tion; we ſhould' ſtill find ſome traces of guilt, and ſome 
teſtimonies of judgment; we ſhould be able to connect the pu- 
niſhment with the crime, and juſtify the ways of God to man ! 
Few of us are ſo little acquainted with the hiſtory of Modern 
Europe, or at leaſt of its faireſt portion, as to be aſtoniſhed that 
thoſe enormities, which had ſo long excited the abhorrence of 
man, ſhould at laſt have been viſited by God ! When we re- 
collect that for fins, hardly more heinous, the whole creation 
was nearly ſwept away by a deluge, can we wonder at that 
work of death and deſolation, which has been ſo long carried 
on, and which as yet, I fear, no very obvious ſymptoms of 
repentance call upon the great Ruler of the univerſe to termi- 
nate or ſuſpend'? To ſo comprehenſive an inquiry, however, as 
would embrace all the nations now groaning under the horrours 
of war, I feel it unneceſſary to beg your attention ;—not that 


a Chriſtian's concern ſhould be limited to the natives of his own 

country, or the profeſſors of his own religion ;—but, as a point 

of duty, it is incumbent upon us to inſtitute. an examination 

firſt into our own conduct; and that view of the ſubje& which 

I ſhall ſubmit to you, may perhaps be thought, without the te- 
diouſneſs of detail, to apply to other nations alſo! 


Though not inſenſible to that bright aſſemblage of virtues 
which form and uphold the national character to that inflexible 
integrity, which in commercial tranſactions commands reverence, 
in the remoteſt quarters of the globe; or to that genuine cha- 
rity, which is diffuſed through ſo many channels, and under ſo 
many forms, as to exceed all former efforts of benevolence, there 
ſtill, I fear, are vices of the blackeſt aggravation and the moſt ma- 
lignant tendency, which want not their patrons in the nation. 
I will not now enlarge upon that profligate ſpirit of gaming, 
the bane of every Chriſtian grace, and every moral virtue ;— 
the grave of every principle, of juſtice, and of honour. I will 
not now enlarge upon the general prevalence of luxury, which, 
comparatively ſpeaking, has reached the humbleſt cells, and 
which, even in a ſeaſon of apprehended poverty, exhibits ſcenes 
of prodigality and riot! I will not now enlarge upon that in- 
ceſſant purſuit of wealth, which occupies the labours of the day 
and the anxieties of the night, and which has made the cares of 
buſineſs interrupt the duties of religion! I am more anxious to 
fix your attention on what ſeems to me to be the root of the 
evil; to be the characteriſtic vice of the age, and the prolific 
ſource of all our other crimes ; that, which, though it can 
boaſt, thank Heaven, a more extenſive empire on the continent, 


9 


is yet one which the future Ne of Britain muſt record, as 
8 the character of the n 


1 allude to bs almoſt * diſpoſition to . to that 
real or affected ſcepticiſm, which at this moment prevails in this 
as well as in other parts of Chriſtendom; and which, if it does 
not amount to actual infidelity, reſembles it at leaſt in this un- 
fortunate particular, that it intercepts thoſe virtues which would 
naturally grow out of an unſhaken belief in the truth of Chriſ- 
tianity. It is to this fundamental crime, that all our errours in 
ſpeculation, as well as almoſt all our vices in practice, are to be 
| traced. So fatal has been its operation on the mind, that in 
many inſtances, SOMETHING, miſcalled philoſophy, has been ſuf- 
fered to abrogate the authority of revelation ; and in one inſtance, 
too notorious to be overlooked, on the ruins of renounced and 
rejected Chriſtianity was erected the temple of reaſon! Now, 
though I do not mean to intimate (Heaven forbid that the oc- 
caſion ſhould ever exiſt which would call for ſuch intimation !) 
that we have ever been betrayed into ſuch dreadfu! idolatry, yet 
we have of late been ſo far contaminated by the general conta- 
gion, that we have been rather a nation of philoſophers than of 
believers. Some amongſt us have cavilled at our forms of devotion, 
and others have inveighed againſt all ſocial worſhip: ſome amongſt 
us have doubted, and others have denied, the credibility of the 
Goſpel : ſome have derided the humility of its precepts, and 
many have arraigned its awful myſteries at the fallible tribunal 
of reaſon. After having looſened the foundation of our faith 
by queſtioning the myſteries, the tranſition is not difficult to 
doubt the truth, of Chriſtianity ; and he who has once brought 
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' himſelf to doubt its truth, will foon diſclaim the authority of 
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its precepts. In this rapid manner does doubt inſenfibly gain 
ſtrength, till it trans fuſes itſelf into our practice, to the neglect 
of the ordinances, and the violation of the commandments of 
God. Emancipated from the ſalutary reſtraints which religion : 
mildly exerciſes over the Chriſtian's mind, the unbeliever knows 


no ſtandard of duty but his own ungoverned will ; no meaſure 
: of happineſs but his own caprice: he no longer reverences vir- 
tue as the means of procuring the approbation of Him, on whom 


ſalvation depends; nor does vice itſelf retain any of its terrours 
in his 5 wo who confiders death as an wn ſleep ! 

Nor does the evil "on here; 1 for when the mind is become 
ſubje& to the fluctuations of doubt, it is ſo unhinged as it were, 
that all its functions are deranged, and all its movements irregular; 
its views are ſo darkened, _ its faculties ſo diſtorted, that it can- 


not diveſt itſelf of its perverſeneſs, nay indeed, can not remedy 
its defects, when employed in the inveſtigation of other im- 


portant ſubjects which come within the contemplation of man. 
To exemplify this aſſertion in one fatal errour, flowing from the 


| fame ſource, and, in my mind, intimately connected with the 


origin of the preſent war ;—I advert to the popular diſcuſſions 
of what are called the natural rights of man, and the contro- 


verted any of eſtabliſhments. 


He who doubts the authenticity of revelation will of courſe 
care little for any information it may contain with regard to 
the creation, or the fall, of man ; with regard to the unbending 
corruption of his nature; his preſent dependence, or his future 


i 1 KL” Shes} —— ek 


| 11 
reſponſibility. And yet, how little of truth is to be aſcertained bn. 


the ſubject of the human oc οο)yτν without the aid of revela- 


tion, the unavailing labours of philoſophy for four thouſand 
years afford a melancholy proof. Thus, they muſt; almoſt of 
neceſſity deviate into errour, who; to all their  diſquiſitions into 
the ſtructure of ſociety, the origin of government, the forma- 
tion of laws, the general principles of civil inſtitutions, bring 
with them this vitiated frame of mind, this diſtempered reaſon, 
Suſpending their aſſent, or at leaſt not actuated by a peremptory 
conviction of the truth of revelation, they have no fixed prin- 
ciples upon which they can build, but ſuch as their own preca · 
rious ſpeculations ſuggeſt; nor any infallible ſtandard (but 
what they have themſelves erected) to which they can refer; 
which might correct the aberrations of reaſon, and control the 
wildneſs of fancy. Hence they clamour about impreſcriptible 
rights, as if they were ſelf. created beings ; they declaim upon 
perfection, as if they retained their, primitive innocence; they 
talk about ee as if Ow had never been driven out of 
paradiſe inter ie = 


Whoa or not other cauſes may have co-operated to break 
aſunder thoſe bands which alone can knit together ſociety, it is 
foreign to my purpoſe to inquire; content to lay before you, 


what ſeems to me a cloſe: and intimate connexion between a 


relaxation of religious faith, and a dereliction of public prin- 


ciple ; between our duty to God as rational, and our a 
to government as ſocial, creatures. 


In corroboration of what is here advanced, it is impoſſible 
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not to recall your recollection to thoſe vague and indefinite 


| notions of obedience, which, not many years ſince, were fo 
induſtrioufly inculcated on the public mind, and gave birth 
to a laxity of principle, wholly incompatible with the peace 


and order of ſociety ;—a principle, naturally ſpringing out of 


doctrines ſo artfully circulated, and which, though ſucceſs had 
marked their progreſs in a greater degree in other countries in 
proportion to the greater decay of Chriſtian piety, had been 


no where propagated with more active zeal than in our own.— — 


Religion muſt be exiled, and no more encumber the ſtate; the 
benefit of experience was to be rejected; all exiſting modes of 
government were to be aboliſhed, as the misſhapen fabrics of 


ignorance and ſuperſtition, and to make room, for what 2—for 


baſeleſs and impracticable theories, imaginary governments for 


imaginary men, neither adapted to the fituation, nor aflimilated 
to the nature of man ;—framed on a ſort of metaphyſical ab- 


ſtraction, without any reference to his paſſions or his prejudices; 
without any proviſion for his wants or his weakneſſes. Miſ- 
guided by that ſceptical ſpirit, which, if not cruſhed in its firſt 
_ rudiments, pervades the whole intellectual ſyſtem, and deluded 
by the impoſing plauſibility of thoſe doctrines, the reception of 
which was facilitated by the abſence of religious principle, there 


were ſome, who would have puſhed them to their utmoſt extent; 


and there were many, who, from a ſullen deſire of a ſpurious 
kind of independence, would have deſpoiled our civil eſtabliſh- 
ment of its monarchy, and our eccleſiaſtical one of its epiſco- 
pacy. It is impoſſible that this ſtatement ſhould be thought 
exaggerated, when you recollect ſome events which have occur- 
red during the war ;—they tell us, though we have not yet 
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committed that foul and atrocious deed, which would call upon 
us to ſolemnize the anniverſary of another murdered ſovereign, 
yet they tell us in language too plain to be miſunderſtood, 
and by efforts too often repeated to be miſtaken, that there did 
exiſt a diſpoſition to effect that tragical cataſtrophe, and along 
with it to introduce faction into the ſtate, and ſchiſm into the 
church! Without, therefore, preſuming to ſcan the dark and in- 
tricate ways of Heaven, or to reduce to principles, within the con- 
tracted graſp of man, the myſterious dealings of God, we may ſafely 
ſay, that a people, who were thus ſeduced by religious ſcepticiſm 
into licentious politics—who could, after having attained under 
a particular form of government a degree of practical proſperity 
unparalleled in the annals of the world, except in the hiſtory of a 
Theocracy, who could for a moment harbour a wiſh or tolerate 
an attempt to change, were unworthy of the diſtinguiſhed 
favour of Heaven—were fit objects of that chaſtiſement which 
is due to ingratitude, nay I think we may call it rebellion againſt 
the diſpenſations of Providence, unleſs we are prepared to aſſert 
that ſuch tranſcendent happineſs could reſult from mere human 


inſtitutions, unhallowed by the bleſſing of God. . 


What gives additional confirmation to this train of reflexions 
is the much ſeverer chaſtiſement, which has attended the actual 
adoption of thoſe wild and unwieldy principles in a country, 
compared with which our diſtreſs is happineſs. There too, 
the inſidious labours of philoſophy had long been directed to 
poiſon the public mind, in order that it might more feebly 
reſiſt thoſe principles, from the bare contemplation of which 
it would have ſhrunk with diſmay in its happier ſtate of faith, 
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untainted with ſuſpicion, and unclouded with doubt. But with 
what rapidity. they ſpread, when infidelity had once paved the 
way for their admiſſion, and what havock they carried with 
them in their progreſs, the hiſtory of that country tells, writ- 
ten in characters of blood. I will not ſhock your ſenſibility 
with a recital of thoſe outrages, againſt which juſtice has ſo 
often indignantly exclaimed, and over which humanity bas ſhed 


ſo many tears. But to the general effects of their chimerical 


code I muſt point, as carrying with them their own puniſhment, 
and ſealing their own condemnation ! They, who uſed to chaunt 


the pious hymns of praiſe, and elevate the ſtedfaſt eye of faith 


to their Redeemer on his Croſs, now celebrate the mad orgies 


of idolatry to a being, worthy of ſuch votaries, to the proſti- 
tuted patroneſs of their viſionary ſcheme of freedom! They 


who uſed to repair to the hallowed fane, and the ſacred retreat 
of piety, are now robbed of the inſtructions of religion to guide 


them through life, and of its conſolations to chear them in death! 
They, whoſe country was once the abode of learning and the 


nurſe of ſcience, have plundered their nobleſt inſtitutions with 


the rapacity of robbers, and driven with the fury of unrelenting 


perſecution from their ſplendid palaces and their peaceful homes, 
thoſe who might have had the power of extending their patronage 


to ſcience, and thoſe who might have had the glory of deſerv- 


ing it.— Thoſe fertile plains, which once ſmiled with plenty, 
have been drenched with native blood! Torn from the boſom 
of his family, the helpleſs peaſant is forced to fight the battles of 
lawleſs uſurpation, whilſt he reluctantly leaves, it may be, his 
infant children, or his aged parents, not to be protected by the 
friendly hand of Government—not to be relieved by the con- 
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tiibutions of individual benevolence, but to be dragged before 
a bloody tribunal, where the ſmiling innocence of youth, or 
the ſupplicating decrepitude of age is no ſecurity; - where con- 


demnation keeps pace with ſuſpicion, and death with condem- 


nation! Such, your own obſervation will atteſt, have been the 


genuine effects, the legitimate fruits of that deſolating fyſtem, 
to which ſome wiſhed the venerable fabric of the Britiſh en 


tution to bow 1 in a ahmen! n ot, 


How far thoſe fantaſtic ark pw by the philoſo- 
pher and adopted by the infidel, are capable of being digeſted 
into a practicable form of government, competent to ſecure in- 
dividual protection, and to diffuſe general happineſs, is an experi- 
ment which has been made: but not, bleſſed be God, in our 
own country; it has, however, been made; and the horriblecon- 
vulſions which it has produced, and the ſtorms and tempeſts, with 
which it has agitated the world, proclaim this awful truth, that 
to legiſlate in contempt of Revelation is to wage war againſt 
Heaven by miſtaking the nature, and overlooking the de- 
ſignation of man, it is to n n * diſſeminate 
miley, | | Or Pie ny ter Joan 


From us the danger has been for a time seed the gel. 
tence has been ſtayed ;—but not, alas! without many a widow's 
ſighs for huſbands ſlain, and many a mother's tears for murdered 
fs! | Illuſtrious ſhades ! To you, under the favour of Heaven we 
owe the exiſtence of equal laws, and the enjoyment of ſubſtantial 
freedom ! To you, who have given time to theſe principles to 
ply their baleful influence, to you we owe it, that the home- 
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bred Briton ſtill turns away with borrour from freedom when ar- 
rayed in the bloody garb of inſurrection; that he ſtill rejects the 
proffered boon, unleſs it is ſecured by law, unleſs it is tempered 
with ſocial order, unleſs it is aſſociated with moral virtue, 
unleſs it is inſhrined within the ſanctuary of religion.—As 
dangers multiply, and difficulties accumulate, may kindred ſpirits 
ſtill be found to avenge their country's wrongs ! But where- 
fore here prefer this prayer, when recent occurrences have 
ſhewn, that however other nations may be loſt to the feelings 
of nature, or a ſenſe of public ſpirit, you at leaſt are not inſen- 
ſible to the charities of ſocial life, of father, huſband, friend, 
nor unprepared to range yourſelves under the banners of freedom 
and of law. However others may be ſo far dazzled by the ſuc- 
ceſs of the common enemy of mankind as to overlook the enor- | 
mity of their crimes in the ſplendour of their conqueſts, you have 
| never loſt ſight of the radical depravity of their principles; 
© amidſt their ſhouts of triumph in other countries, you-ſtill can 
hear what they have left behind them in their own, —the exe- 
crations of weakneſs trampled upon, and the cries of innocence 
oppreſſed ! With a zeal, therefore, worthy of its cauſe, and with 
a ſpirit proportioned to the deſperation which it was to face, you | 
have ſhewn yourſelves eager to repel the invading foe from a | 
land, which ſtill can Wy that it is the favourite n of 


freedom. 


Would to Heaven, that the time at laſt were come, 
when, admoniſhed by the terrible warning held out to us by) 
others, we were willing to make the ſame efforts to revive the 
ſpirit of our religion, and to diffuſe its vital energy over all the | 
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tranſactions of our lives! We might then hope, that the flames 
of civil diſcord would be for ever extinguiſhed, and that the 
din of arms would ceaſe. —When bowed down in contrite hu- 
miliation for our fins, we atteſt our ſincerity by our repentance, 
when our petitions for happineſs come recommended by our 
obedience, we may then truſt that the Almighty will have com- 


paſſion on his faithful people; that he will ſanctify the counſels, 


and proſper the deſigns of thoſe who watch over the intereſts of 


their country; that he will give effect to all our humble efforts 


to promote the public good ;—that he will deign to bleſs the 


calm occupations of agriculture, and the adventurous purſuits 


of commerce; that the great God of battles will- crown 


with victories, more ſignally triumphant even than he has lately 
vouchſafed to do, the ſteady courage of our troops, and the 


enterprizing valour of our fleets; and that, whilſt he ſecures to us 


domeſtic tranquillity, he will reſtore to us external peace, ho- 
nourable in its proviſions and permanent in its duration, by 
continuing to impart to us the means of aſſerting the rights, of 
vindicating the independence, of ſuſtaining the dignity of a great 


and powerful nation! 
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uu Publiſhed by the fame Author, + 


The Eternal Filiation of the Son of God aſſerted, . 


On the evidence of the Sacred Scriptures, the conſent of tbe Fathers of 
the three firſt Centuries, and the authority of the Nicene Council,” 
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